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ABOUT THE SHOW

History of The Wiz

Originally titled The Wiz: The Super Soul Musical "Wonderful Wizard of Oz". The Wiz is based on the book The 
Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum. Baum's story was the first introduction of Dorothy and the land of 
Oz to the world on May 17, 1900. It's now categorized as an American Fairy Tale, inspiring millions of readers 
because of a strong woman protagonist and creative imagery. The most popular adaptations of the book are 
the 1939 film The Wizard of Oz, The Wiz in 1975, and the 2003 musical Wicked, which is told from the Wicked 
Witch's perspective. The popular story of Oz has continued to spread across the world in a variation of 
movies, TV shows, and more over the years.

The 1975 Broadway production won seven out of the eight Tony Awards they were nominated for, including 
Best Musical, Best Original Score, Best Featured Actor in a Musical Performance, Best Featured Actress in a 
Musical Performance, Best Musical Director, Best Choreography, and Best Costume Design. The Wiz also 
nominated 10 times at the Drama Desk Awards and won categories including Outstanding Musical, Outstanding 
Featured Actor in a Musical, Outstanding Choreography, Outstanding Music and Lyrics, and Outstanding 
Costume Design.

'The Wiz' is more than an award-winning Broadway musical. Its evolution into a feature film and many revivals 
emerged to become a reflection of African American culture. We must recognize its contributions to 
entertainment and the influence of black performance art on pop culture 40 years later.

The tale of how 'The Wiz' went from an ambitious idea to almost not happening to becoming a seven Tony 
Award-winning Broadway hit is a testament of the perseverance of black people dreams in America. The 
brainchild of former DJ (disc jockey) Ken Harper, The Wiz aimed to remix “The Wonderful Wizard of Oz” from 
traditional Broadway play to a live stage performance with a Motown feel. In his presentation to Fox Studios, 
Harper exhibited the foresight to promote the appeal that a musical inspired by black performing art could 
succeed in theaters across the country.

'In a 1975 interview with Playbill, he recounted his sales pitch to Fox, saying "You pick up Billboard or Cashbox 
(music magazines)" any week, and what you’ll find is that five of the Top Ten songs on the charts are black. 
The message was clear. In this country, currently, a certain kind of black music, the 'Motown Sound' sells, and it 
sells to everyone, black and white."

The show opened on October 21, 1974 at the Morris A. Mechanic Theatre in Baltimore and debuted on 
Broadway on January 5th, 1975. Despite an opening night fraught with technical issues and suggestions to quit 
while they were ahead, "The Wiz, The Super Soul Musical 'Wonderful Wizard of Oz"' received standing ovations 
during curtain call. 
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Vocabulary 
Protagonist noun
1. the leading character or one of the major characters in a drama, movie, novel, or other fictional text.

Variation noun
1. a change or difference in condition, amount, or level, typically with certain limits.

Contributions noun
1. a gift or payment to a common fund or collection

Ambitious adjective
1. having or showing a strong desire and determination to succeed

Motown noun
1. TRADEMARK music released on or reminiscent of the US record label Tamla Motown. The first black-owned record 
company in the US, Tamla Motown was founded in Detroit in 1959 by Berry Gordy, and was important in popularizing 
soul music, producing artists such as the Supremes, Stevie Wonder, and Marvin Gaye.

QUESTIONS FROM THE READING

Using the passage above, answer the questions below by circling the correct answer.

1. L. Frank Baum’s original book was released on which date?
A. March 7, 1907
B. April 1, 1935
C. May 17, 1900
D. May 7, 1900

2. How many Tony Award Nominations did the original stage musical of The Wiz receive?
A. 5
B. 8
C. 7
D. 6

3. The 3 most popular adaptations based on the original book are (circle the title that does NOT belong)
A. The Wiz (1975 Musical)
B. Wicked (2003 Musical)
C. The Wizard of Oz (1939 Film)
D. Return to Oz (1985 Film)

4. The original book is now classified as an American _________________. 
A. Fairytale 
B. Poem
C. Tall tale
D. Folktale 

5. Before creating The Wiz, Ken Harper worked as a __________________.
A. Baseball Player
B. Children’s book illustrator 
C. DJ
D. Bodyguard 
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The Whirling World of Tornadoes

In the story, Dorothy’s home gets transported to Oz by a powerful tornado. Tornadoes are extremely 
strong cones or columns of wind rotating around a middle center of low pressures in the atmosphere. 
These powerful spirals connect a dark storm cloud to the ground that whips across the earth.  Because 
of the air being whipped around so quickly, the center creates a vacuum like effect that sucks anything 
in its path up into the air and is called the funnel of the tornado.  A tornado is capable of tearing apart 
buildings in a flash and its unpredictable path makes it more likely to destroy one house, but skip over 
another house that might be directly next to it. 

Tornado winds reach speeds up to 500 miles per hour 
and can appear quickly, with little warning and no time to 
prepare. Thus, making the tornado one of the most 
dangerous weather formations. Tornadoes form when 
warm wet air meets colder, drier air.  When the two air 
types combine, they can create drastic change in wind 
and the direction it is blowing.  The combination of the 
changing wind direction and speed creates a spinning 
effect that often includes a severe thunderstorm since 
they are formed similarly.  

You can create your very own Tornado in a bottle to witness the spiral effect of the funnel.  Follow the 
below instructions as a classroom project or have an adult help you outside of school build this cool 
model! We’ve found that using duct tape works best to secure the two bottles. You can use larger liter 
plastic bottles or smaller plastic water bottles depending on what materials are available to you! 
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Follow the Math Problems

Dorothy, Tin Man, Scarecrow, and Lion need your help and math skills to get them all to the
Emerald City!  Solve all problems but only color the bricks that make 10 when solved!

Unscramble the words to guess what the Tin Man is saying…

I G E V __ __ __ __

E M __ __

M O E S __ __ __ __

L O I __ __ __

E E S P L A __ __ __ __ __ __ 



Word Search
Find the following words below!

Tornado - Funnel - Evillene - Heart - Brain - Courage - Home - Wiz - Oz - Emerald City
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ANSWER KEY

State Standards Covered
K.OA.2 Solve addition and subtraction problems (written or oral) and add and subtract within 10 by using 
objects or drawings to represent the problem.

1.OA.1 Use addition and subtraction within 20 to solve word problems involving situations of adding to, taking 
from, putting together, taking apart and comparing, with unknowns in all positions, e.g., by using objects, 
drawings, and equations with a symbol for the unknown number to represent the problem.

2.ESS.1: The atmosphere is primarily made up of air. Air has properties that can be observed and measured. 
The transfer of energy in the atmosphere causes air movement, which is felt as wind. Wind speed and 
direction can be measured.

RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as 
the basis for the answers.

Answer Key
Reading Questions

1. C
2. B
3. D
4. A
5. C

Follow The Math Problem

Word Scramble

1. GIVE 
2. ME
3. SOME
4. OIL
5. PLEASE


