SHOW COMPANION
ACTIVITY PACKET

ABOUT THE SHOW
ABOUT THE SHOW
When a beautiful, but spoiled, princess throws her new golden ball down the palace garden well, she
encounters an enchanted prince-turned frog, whose only hope at breaking his curse and turning back into a
human is to be invited for dinner. Oh… and to be kissed on the nose by a princess. But this frog prince isn’t the
only one under an enchanted curse. With the help of his amphibi-friends, the two form an unlikely bond by
teaching each other the importance of self-discovery, friendship, and standing up to bad influences. This fresh
new musical adaptation will have you croaking the showtunes all the way home!
This show is a world premiere adaptation of the musical “Croaker,” which of course is based on the original
Brothers Grimm fairy tale, “The Frog Prince.”

ORIGINAL FAIRY TALE
“The Frog Prince; or, Iron Henry" is a German fairy tale collected by the Brothers Grimm and published in 1812 in
Grimm's Fairy Tales.
In the tale, a spoiled princess reluctantly befriends the Frog Prince, whom she met after dropping a golden ball
into a pond under a linden tree, and he retrieves it for her in exchange for her friendship. The Frog Prince, who
is under a wicked fairy's spell, magically transforms back into a handsome prince. In the original Grimm version
of the story, the frog's spell was broken when the princess threw the frog against the wall, at which he
transformed back into a prince, while in modern versions the transformation is triggered by the princess kissing
the frog.
In other early versions, it was sufficient for the frog to spend the night on the princess' pillow.
The frog prince also has a loyal servant named Henry (or Harry) who had three iron bands affixed around his
heart to prevent it from breaking in his sadness when his master got under a spell. When the frog prince
reverts to his human form, Henry's overwhelming happiness causes all three bands to break, freeing his heart
from its bonds.

ACTIVITY PACKET
Reading Comprehension
Is it a FROG or a TOAD??
How to tell the difference:
Skin
If there was ever a tell-tale sign to indicate which amphibian you are looking at, it’s the texture of their
skin. Toads are warty-looking, covered in little lumps and bumps, while frogs are sleek and smooth. Toads
also virtually always have dry skin, whereas frogs look wet even when they are out of the water.

Location
If you’ve spotted an amphibian making its way along a pavement or ambling through some grass, chances
are it’s a toad. Toads cope much better with dry conditions than frogs, as their skin is more waterproof.
Frogs lose moisture a lot more easily, and so are rarely seen too far away from water, which explains why
they always look moist.

Legs
Frogs have long legs, longer than their head and body, which are made for hopping. Toads, on the other
hand, have much shorter legs and prefer to crawl around rather than hop.

ACTIVITY PACKET
Let’s Define!
Indicate (verb) - point out; show. "dotted lines indicate the text's margins"
Amphibian (noun) - a cold-blooded vertebrate animal of a class that comprises the frogs, toads, newts, and
salamanders. They are distinguished by having an aquatic gill-breathing larval stage followed (typically) by a
terrestrial lung-breathing adult stage
Texture (noun) - the feel, appearance, or consistency of a surface or substance.
"skin texture and tone"
Glands (noun) - an organ in the human or animal body which secretes particular chemical substances for use
in the body or for discharge into the surroundings.
Webbed (adjective) - (of the feet of a swimming bird or other aquatic animal) having the toes connected by a
membrane.

QUESTIONS from the READING
1.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Toads virtually always have what kind of skin?
Wet
Dry
Scaly
Spiked

2.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Frogs are rarely seen too far away from:
The zoo
The mud
The water
The trees

3.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Which animal has poison glands behind their eyes?
Frog
Toad
Neither
Both

4.
a.
b.
c.

Which animal has longer legs?
Frog
Toad
They are the same

ACTIVITY PACKET
Are Frogs Good Luck?
Frogs have been seen as one of the most fascinating animal groups for many years. Frogs are also iconic
within plenty of cultures, many of which firmly believe that frogs are strongly connected to good karma.
Frogs are believed to be lucky creatures associated with many positive cultural practices, superstitions, and
mythology over the years. Frogs are said to attract good fortune, prosperity, fertility, healing, and growth
based on their natural traits, abilities, and behaviors.
Why Are Frogs Lucky?
Frogs are generally viewed as representing good luck symbolizing money, good relationships, careers,
wellbeing, and health. In many cultures and beliefs, frogs predominantly embody luck with regards to
prosperity, fortune, healing, health, growth, development, fertility, and potential.
Frog Cultural Superstitions
Numerous frog symbolisms have led to a wide range of frog superstitions. It is important to note that some
cultures believe that frogs are bad luck, but most cultures have formed superstitions surrounding good luck.
While there are countless frog superstitions worldwide, below are the most well-known:
- If a frog comes into your house, it is a sign of good luck.
- Frogs with thin skin dictate good weather.
- Frogs with dull skin or croaking frogs dictate rain.
- Frog amulets protect the wearer while traveling.
- Frog amulets in wallets support the protection and return of money.
- Amulets portraying frogs will promote the rebirth of a dead person’s soul.

ACTIVITY PACKET
WORD SCRAMBLE
Unscramble these words from the story of “Princess and Frog”

ORGF
CSPIRESN
DNLEGO LBAL
RABITHDY
NIKG
KCREOAR
HCETENAND
ECRSU
NEQEU

____
________
______ ____
________
____
_______
_________
_____
_____

ANSWER KEY
From the Reading Questions on page 3
1.
2.
3.
4.

B. Dry
C. The water
B. Toad
A. Frog

Word Scramble
- Frog
- Princess
- Golden Ball
- Birthday
- King
- Croaker
- Enchanted
- Curse
- Queen

STANDARDS
K.LS.1: Living things have specific characteristics and traits.
K.LS.2: Living things have physical traits and behaviors, which influence their survival.
1.LS.2: Living things survive only in environments that meet their needs.
RI.1.1: Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text,
referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.
RL.3.2: Analyze literary text development. a. Determine a theme and explain how
it is conveyed through key details in the text. b. Retell stories, including fables and folktales.

