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ABOUT THE SHOW
The Incredible Life of Shirley Chisholm

It would be impossible to put all the impact Shirley Chisholm has had on our country and the millions of people 
whose lives she has bettered with her selfless mission of fighting the good fight. 

“Unbought and Unbossed”, was Shirley’s motto when she ran for New York’s 12 Congressional district and won! 
That slogan was later used the title for her first autobiography. Her motto could be used to surmise her 
trailblazing efforts that led to her being the first African American woman to be elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

Shirley was born in 1924 in Brooklyn (New York City). Due to financial reasons and the cruel and unfair 
discrimination of Black and African American people, Shirley was sent to live with her grandmother in 
Barbados where strength was instilled into her young mind.  Armed with an innate intellect and skills of a 
seasoned debater, Shirley excelled in academics upon moving back to Brooklyn to attend Girls’ High School.  
Her talents were quickly recognized and not easily ignored. She took up causes during high school to integrate 
African American studies into the curriculum as well as pushing for woman to assume roles in student 
government leadership spots.

During the beginning of her career, Shirley used her experience and education from her undergraduate degree 
and master’s degree in elementary education to bring reform and attention to problems for working mothers 
and childcare.  She landed the position of program director of the Hamilton-Madison Child Care center that 
worked together with the child welfare of the New York City Bureau to improve conditions and opportunities. 

However, Chisholm’s journey was only just beginning, and she knew that to create the change needed she 
would have to attack the systemic injustice of the court system and became Brooklyn’s first black judge.  This 
job opened the door for her to become involved in fighting for political empowerment and civil rights. She was 
responsible for improving so many peoples’ lives in her various positions in New York by giving access to 
underprivileged students to attend college and securing unemployment benefits to domestic workers.  

Shirley didn’t stop with just one city and one state – she knew there was more work to be done. Her ascension 
to the U.S. House of Representatives from 1969-1983 allowed her to be involved on numerous committees that 
served agriculture, labor laws, veterans, and education. Her 1972 presidential bid was historic. It was was the 
first time a black person from one of the two major parties (democrat and republican) was seeking a 
nomination.  Unfortunately, she didn’t receive it, but that didn’t mean the trail stopped there. 

She continued to advocate for minorities and woman throughout her life securing wider offerings of the food 
stamp program and special nutritional programs for infants and young children. This fight, along with 
expanding the minimum wage law to include domestic workers are some of largest and long-lasting 
contributions that are still helping to this day. 



ACTIVITY PACKET
Let’s Define

Discrimination noun
1. the unjust or prejudicial treatment of different categories of people or things, especially on the 
   grounds of race, age, or sex.

Innate adjective
1. inborn; natural.

Bureau noun 
1. office or department for transacting particular business.  

Systemic adjective
1. relating to a system, especially as opposed to a particular part.

Ascension noun
1. the act of rising to an important position or a higher level.

Answer the questions based on the reading above. 

1. What was the name of Shirley Chisholm’s first autobiography?
A. “Unabridged and Unapologetic”
B. “Unashamed and Unbiased”
C. “Unbought and Understood”
D. “Unbought and Unbossed”

2. From 1969-1983, Shirley Chisholm was a U.S Supreme Court Justice. 
A. TRUE
B. FALSE

3. While serving as Brooklyn’s first black judge, Shirley Chisholm was responsible for providing paths
 for underprivileged students to attend ___________________. 
A. College
B. School Trips to D.C.
C. Concerts
D. Court

4. When Shirley Chisholm was in high school, she advocated to have courses on
 ___________________________ offered to students. 
A. Automotive engineering 
B. Home Economics 
C. African American Studies
D. Agricultural Studies

5. One of Shirley Chisholm’s major contributions was securing laws to expand minimum wage rules for
 ______________________ workers. 
A. International 
B. Full-Time
C. Part-Time
D. Domestic
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Activities 

3 Branches of Government
The United States of America has 3 branches of government that runs our country:  Legislative (makes the 
laws), Executive (makes sure the laws are being carried out), and Judicial (evaluates and judges the laws). 

These branches are all monitored through checks and balances that allow any of the branches to check in on 
the other two. Different groups of people and job duties are unique to each branch.  Using the information 
below, draw leaves on each branch of government and write inside the leaf people or jobs that belong with it. 

Legislative Branch: Makes the laws, senate, House of Representatives, congress, and is in the capitol building. 

Executive Branch: Enforces the laws, President, Vice-President, director of the military, approves the new 
laws, and is in the White House. 

Judicial Branch: Reviews laws to make sure they are constitutional, made up of courts, 9 Justices sit on the 
bench, supreme court members, and is in the Supreme Court. 
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Speech Writing 
Shirley Chisholm was a master with speeches and often spoke extemporaneously. Which means that 
something is done or spoken with little or no preparation. As a class, or by yourself, have your teacher write 
one or two topics to defend on the board (Ex. Longer Recess Time and/or No School on Fridays).  Use the 
space below to write your speech about why this change is needed, who will it benefit, and what positive 
long-lasting impacts will it have. 

Hello Class. My name is________________________________________and today I want to 

talk about why we need _________________________________________________________.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________



ACTIVITY PACKET
Word Search

Search every which way to find all the words!

Unbossed-Unbought -Fighter-Advocate-Barbados-Brooklyn-Laws-Wage-Rights-Judge

Word Jumble

1. DILCH RACE _  _  _  _  _       _  _  _  _
2. ZERRATIBALL _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
3. COMEDIST _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _
4. SPOCILIT _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _



ANSWER KEY

Reading Questions
1. D
2. B
3. A
4. C
5. D

Word Jumble
1. Child Care
2. Trailblazer
3. Domestic 
4. Politics

STANDARDS
•  STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT Three branches compose the
 basic structure of the federal government. Public policy is created through the making of laws, the
 execution of the laws and the adjudication of disputes under the laws. CONTENT STATEMENTS: 12.
 Law and public policy are created and implemented by three branches of government; each
 functions with its own set of powers and responsibilities.
•  L.4.1f. Produce complete sentences, recognizing and correcting inappropriate fragments and
 run-ons
• 6.3b. Maintain consistency in style and tone.
• RL.3.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, 
• referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
• RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 


